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1. INTRODUCTION 
On June 6, 2018, NICTD met with FTA to discuss the coordination efforts and negotiations that NICTD 
conducted since the publication of the Environmental Assessment (EA) on September 21, 2017. NICTD 
proposes modifications to the Double Track Northwest Indiana (DT-NWI) Project in response to 
comments received from various agencies, including the Chicago South Shore & South Bend Railroad 
(CSS) and the City of Michigan City. 

NICTD re-evaluated the Project to determine if the proposed modifications change the level of impact to 
resources in the EA approved and signed on September 18, 2017. It is NICTD’s conclusion that the 
proposed changes do not constitute significant impacts to the environment, that an EA is still the proper 
NEPA class of action, and that a Finding of No Significant Impact (FONSI) is warranted.   

This document describes the proposed Project changes and their resultant impacts. With many 
resources, there is no change to the impact. With a few resources, there is a reduction in impact. Table 1 
summarizes the impact changes for each resource. 

TABLE 1: SUMMARY OF RE-EVALUATION RESOURCE IMPACTS 

Resource EA Identified 
Impact? 

Change in 
Impacts?  

Post-EA Impact 

Transportation Yes No No change 

Land Acquisition/Displacement Yes 
158 properties 

Yes 
-3 properties 

Reduction: 
155 properties 

Land Use and Economic 
Development 

No No No change 

Neighborhoods, Communities and 
Businesses 

Yes No No change 

Historic, Archaeological and 
Cultural Resources (Section 106) 

Yes No No change 

Visual and Aesthetics Yes No No change 

Noise Yes No No change 

Vibration Yes No No change 

Hazardous/Regulated Materials No No No change 

Biological Resources Yes 
29.3 ac 

Yes 
- 1.3 ac 

Reduction: 
28.0 ac 

Water Resources Yes 
5.7 ac 

Yes 
- 0.3 ac 

Reduction: 
5.4 ac 

Section 6(f) Resources No No No change 

Environmental Justice No No No change 

Safety and Security No No No change 

Indirect and Cumulative Impacts No No No change 
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Resource EA Identified 
Impact? 

Change in 
Impacts?  

Post-EA Impact 

Air Quality No No No change 

Farmland No No No change 

Energy No No No change 

Navigable Waters No No No change 

Coastal Zone Management No No No change 

Geology, Soils and Karst No No No change 

Section 4(f) Resources Yes No No change 

 

2. CHICAGO SOUTH SHORE & SOUTH BEND RAILROAD (CSS) 
During the development of the EA in the segment of the Project area known as Bailly, NICTD studied 
several design options to address the operational, engineering and environmental concerns expressed by 
CSS and developed a design option that would satisfy these concerns. Bailly Design Option 4 separated 
the commuter and freight operations, extended the Wilson siding for additional freight storage and 
capacity, and avoided the use of national parkland. The EA’s Preferred Alternative included Bailly Design 
Option 4, discussed in detail below. 

During the formal EA 30-day comment period, the CSS sent an objection letter dated October 23, 2017, 
which stated that the Preferred Alternative would have an adverse effect on CSS’ freight operations, 
operational efficiency, and performance, and that it would not support this alternative. The CSS further 
stated that of the options studied and presented in the EA, the only option that satisfied their concerns 
was one that encroached upon national parkland to the south (Attachment A). 

Since receipt of the CSS letter on October 23, 2017, NICTD, CSS and the Northern Indiana Public 
Service Company LLC (NIPSCO), who own property within the Bailly area, have negotiated a series of 
agreements to convey the necessary property, easements and rights to achieve a new alternate design 
that satisfies all parties and does not affect national parklands. These agreements result in modifications 
to the Preferred Alternative. The existing conditions, EA Preferred Alternative, and changes to the 
Preferred Alternative are as described below. Following these negations, CSS sent a retraction to their 
objection on August 10, 2018. 

2.1 EXISTING CONDITIONS 
The area known as Bailly is located roughly between railroad mileposts 47 and 44. Currently there are 
four tracks. From north to south, there is one CSS freight track, one electrified NICTD mainline track 
(used by both NICTD and CSS), and two CSS freight tracks. The Bailly area is constrained by the Indiana 
Dunes National Lakeshore national parkland to the south and NIPSCO’s Bailly Generating Station (BGS) 
to the north. NIPSCO owns property to the north of the tracks where various overhead and underground 
utilities are located. NIPSCO also owns a wye track that connects the CSS mainline to the yard tracks in 
the BGS, as well as a short Maintenance of Way (MOW) track. NIPSCO closed the BGS in May 2018.  

2.2 EA PREFERRED ALTERNATIVE 
The Preferred Alternative proposed to separate the four tracks through Bailly for freight and commuter 
use. NICTD would use two of the three CSS-owned tracks for the NICTD South Shore Line mainline, 
leaving CSS with two reconfigured switching/storage tracks at Bailly. In addition, NICTD would extend a 
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separate freight switching/storage track located two miles from Bailly (Wilson Siding) for CSS’ use. 
Figures 2-8 and 2-9 from the EA illustrated this plan (Baily Design Option 4) and are shown here as 
Exhibits A and B, respectively. 

EXHIBIT A: BAILLY DESIGN OPTION 4, MP 46.5 TO MP 44 (PREFERRED) 

 

(EA FIGURE 2-8) 
 

EXHIBIT B: BAILLY DESIGN OPTION 4, WILSON FREIGHT SIDING, MP 49.7 TO MP 48.3 (PREFERRED) 

 

(EA FIGURE 2-1) 
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2.3 CHANGES TO THE PREFERRED ALTERNATIVE  
The negotiations resulted in three agreements between NICTD, CSS and NIPSCO. The following list 
describes the tenets of the agreements (Exhibits C through F).  

 NICTD would purchase 8.807 acres of (certain) Bailly yard tracks and property from NIPSCO. 
The purchase would occur after a Full Funding Grant Agreement (FFGA) or equivalent funding for 
the DT-NWI Project is obtained. There is no construction associated with this transaction. 
See Exhibit C. 

 CSS agrees to swap the two Bailly south tracks consisting of 7.13 acres for the 8.807 acres 
purchased by NICTD and described above. This will allow for commuter trains to run on the two 
south tracks, for freight trains to run on the two north tracks, and for CSS to store trains on the 
Bailly yard tracks. Further, the proposed siding extension at Wilson is unnecessary. There is no 
impact to the national parkland. The separation of commuter and freight traffic in this 
manner was included in the EA Preferred Alternative. See Exhibit C. 

 The CSS will purchase an easement for the wye tracks from NIPSCO. There is an active 
Resource Conservation and Recovery Act cleanup at the wye track that USEPA is monitoring and 
NIPSCO will be required to finish as part of the agreement. CSS will allow NICTD the right to 
cross the wye tracks to access the existing MOW stub track that NICTD will purchase from 
NIPSCO. There is no construction associated with these transactions. See Exhibit C. 

 NICTD will construct the “north siding extension” between mileposts 44 and 46 for CSS and 
convey this property and track to the CSS (approximately 3.05 acres). This extension was 
included in the EA Preferred Alternative. See Exhibit C. 

 The CSS would withdraw its EA objection letter and issue a new statement in support of the 
Project and the revised Preferred Alternative. See Attachment B.  

In addition to the agreement tenets described above, NICTD and CSS agreed on the following land 
conveyances during negotiations:  

 NICTD and CSS agree to swap property near the Gary (Miller) station as well. NICTD will convey 
to CSS a 1.361-acre linear parcel of land generally located south of the existing Miller station 
building and parking lot, proposed for the new CSX Transportation (CSXT) connection track. The 
EA Preferred Alternative included this parcel. NICTD will build the new CSXT connection track 
as part of the Project, and will turn the track and property over to CSS when construction is 
completed. In exchange, CSS will convey to NICTD the “old CSXT connection”, which is a 0.45-
acre CSS-owned linear parcel located between the existing NICTD mainline and 7th Avenue. See 
Exhibit D.  After NICTD takes ownership, they will remove the track; however, there are no 
current plans to develop the land. All of the properties that are subject to this transaction are 
within the environmental survey boundary. No new construction occurs with this transaction; 
however, the parcel that CSS will convey to NICTD falls slightly outside of the construction 
footprint. NICTD will update the construction footprint to include the entirety of this parcel. See 
Exhibit E. 

 CSS will convey two properties in Michigan City to NICTD. These properties were included in 
the EA Preferred Alternative’s construction footprint. One is a vacant property along 11th 
Street adjacent to the (former) Bride Church; and the other is a small lot on 11th Street between 
the existing South Shore Line station and the NICTD parking lot. See Exhibit F. 
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EXHIBIT C: REVISED PREFERRED ALTERNATIVE AT BAILLY 
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EXHIBIT D: NICTD/CSS PROPERTY TRANSFER AT GARY/MILLER 
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Exhibit E: ENVIRONMENTAL RESOURCES IN GARY/MILLER AREA  
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EXHIBIT F: CSS TO NICTD PROPERTY TRANSFER IN MICHIGAN CITY 
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2.4 CHANGES IN IMPACTS 

The proposed Project changes resulting from the negotiations between NICTD, CSS and NIPSCO have 
reduced impacts to the number of properties to be acquired, as well as to Water and Biological 
Resources – specifically wetlands and habitat of two threatened and endangered species. Corresponding 
sheets from the revised Project mapbook showing environmental resources are included in Attachment C. 

These changes have a net reduction in project cost of approximately $3 million. 

TABLE 2: CHANGES IN WATER AND BIOLOGICAL RESOURCE IMPACTS 

Resource 

EA  
Preferred 

Alternative Impact 
(acres) 

Change due to Design 
Modifications 

(acres) 

Revised Impact 
(acres) 

 

High Quality Wetlands 4.9 - 0.1 4. 8 

Low Quality Wetlands 0.8 - 0.2 0.6 

Total Wetlands 5.7 - 0.3 5.4 

Suitable Habitat (high & moderate 
quality) - eastern massasauga & 
Kirtland's snake 

29.3 - 1.3 28.0 

 

The changes to the Project save seven acres of permanent acquisition and two acres of temporary 
easement as indicated in Tables 3 and 4.   

TABLE 3: CHANGE IN PERMANENT PROPERTY ACQUISITIONS, BY LAND USE 

 EA Preferred Alternative Changes Due to Design 
Modification Revised Impact 

Land Use Type Number of 
Parcels Acres Number of 

Parcels Acres Number of 
Parcels Acres 

Commercial  (land 
only) 47 15.0 0 0 47 15.0 

Commercial  
(w/Building) 15 n/a 0 n/a 15 n/a 

Residential (land 
only) 

29 
 9.76 0 0 29 

 9.76 

Residential (w/ 
Building) 51* n/a 0 n/a 51 n/a 

Industrial 0 0.0 0 0 0 0.0 

Transportation, 
Communication, 
Utilities (TCU) 
(includes CSS, 
other railroads, 
INDOT, NIPSCO) 

9 18.31 - 3 - 7.39 6 10.92 

Municipal (includes 
City and County) 7 1.02 0 0 7 1.02 
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 EA Preferred Alternative Changes Due to Design 
Modification Revised Impact 

Land Use Type Number of 
Parcels Acres Number of 

Parcels Acres Number of 
Parcels Acres 

Public (includes 
federal and state 
that are not INDOT) 

0 0 0 0 0 0 

Total Acquisitions 
 Land Only: 92 

Buildings       67* 
158  

 
 

44.09 ac 
Land only: - 3 

Buildings:      0 

 
 

-7.39 ac 

Land only:     89 
Buildings:      67 

155 

 
 

36.7 ac 

*There are two residential buildings on one parcel, making the total number of buildings to be acquired 67 rather 
than 66. 

 

TABLE 4: CHANGE IN TEMPORARY PROPERTY ACQUISITIONS (CONSTRUCTION EASEMENTS), BY LAND USE 

 EA Preferred Alternative Changes Due to Design 
Modification Revised Impact 

Land Use Type Number Acres Number Acres Number Acres 

Commercial 1 2.10 0 0 1 2.10 

Residential  0 0 0 0 0 0 

Industrial 3 0.51 0 0 3 0.51 

Transportation, 
Communication, 

Utilities (TCU)  
37 17.54 - 1 - 2.37* 36 15.17 

Municipal  1 0.01 0 0 1 0.01 

Public  0 0 0 0 0 0 

Total 42 20.16 - 1 - 2.37 41 15.17 

*This total is the result of two changes. 2.74 acres of CSS property is no longer required during construction; and 
0.37 acres of property from Seabord System Railroad Inc./CSXT is temporarily needed for Green Street 
improvements. The result is a net reduction in temporary easements of 2.37 acres. 
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3. MICHIGAN CITY/GREEN STREET 
NICTD’s on-going collaboration with the City of Michigan City has determined that Green Street between 
Kentucky and Chicago Streets must be improved in order to better accommodate City services and 
emergency vehicles after the Project is constructed. The changes result in an expansion of the Project’s 
construction footprint and the Section 106 Area of Potential Effect (APE). 

3.1 EXISTING CONDITIONS 
Green Street is an east/west, 20’ wide, rural local street without drainage, shoulders or sidewalks, and 
connects Kentucky Street and Chicago Street. The right-of-way is 66’ wide and is owned and maintained 
by Michigan City. There are residential properties on both sides, as well as some vacant land and one 
commercial business. 

Kentucky Street is a north-south local street that intersects 11th Street to the north and is owned and 
maintained by Michigan City. The Michigan City Public Works Department and emergency vehicles 
currently use Kentucky Street and 10th Street as a primary route to access and serve the west side of the 
City.  This route requires that the vehicles cross 11th Street and the existing SSL tracks. There are 
residences on both sides of the street, and the previously identified DeWolfe’s Addition historic district is 
located north and east of the intersection with Green Street.  

Chicago Street is a north-south minor arterial that intersects 11th Street to the north. It is adjacent to the 
Amtrak line on the west and there are residences and vacant land to the east side. According to LaPorte 
County Assessor Data, Seaboard System Railroad Inc./CSXT owns that portion of the right-of-way that 
intersects with Green Street1.  

3.2 EA PREFERRED ALTERNATIVE 
The Preferred Alternative includes constructing two tracks within the 11th Street right-of-way, and 
converting the two-way road to one-way eastbound. The new alignment will close several intersecting 
roadways, including Kentucky Street.  

During discussions with Michigan City that were concluded after publication of the EA, Michigan City 
informed NICTD that closing the Kentucky/11th Street intersection would eliminate the direct route that the 
City’s Public Works vehicles and emergency vehicles use to access the west side of the City. The City 
requested that NICTD identify an alternate route for these vehicles to use.   

3.3 CHANGES TO THE PREFERRED ALTERNATIVE 
The closest and most reasonable east-west road to use is Green Street, between Kentucky Street and 
Chicago Street, just to the south of the Kentucky/11th Street intersection.  Given the condition of Green 
Street as described above, NICTD modified the Project and construction footprint to include the upgrade 
of Green Street with one 16’ travel lane in each direction, curb and gutter, and a five foot sidewalk on 
each side. The Green Street/Chicago Street intersection will be improved to define the travel ways of the 
large angled intersection near the Amtrak railroad crossing. All improvements will occur within the right-of-
way owned by Michigan City or NICTD. Exhibit G shows a conceptual plan for the improvements. 

  

                                                      
1 LaPorte County Assessor. 2017. “Parcel Search.” Accessed March 24, 2017. 

http://www.laportecounty.org/Finance/Assessor/. 
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EXHIBIT G: GREEN STREET CONCEPTUAL PLAN 
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3.4 CHANGE IN IMPACTS 
The Project’s track alignment along 11th Street already crosses the Chicago Street parcel further north. As 
such, the easement agreement with CSXT will also include the Chicago Street/Green Street intersection. 
See Exhibit H. 

Due to the proposed design change, NICTD and their consultant, prepared a proposed revision to the 
Area of Potential Effects) APE, associated studies, and survey recommendations for FTA to review that 
includes the residential and business structures on the south side of Green Street. See Exhibit I. HDR 
prepared an architectural history survey of the expanded APE consistent with the Secretary of Interior’s 
standards to comply with Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act. None of the properties 
within the revised APE were determined to be eligible for the National Register of Historic Places and 
thus the eligibility and effects determinations for the Project remain valid. The survey memo is included in 
Attachment D, as well as the letter notifying the SHPO, dated August 15, 2018.  

There are no previously identified archaeological resources within the expanded APE along the south 
side of Green Street. Ground disturbance for the Project is expected to be limited to 10 to 15 feet of 
Green Street, which would be within the limits of previous disturbance due to existing sidewalks and prior 
installation of public utilities. Therefore, no archaeological survey was conducted within the expanded 
APE and no further archaeological investigations are recommended.  
 
There are no other impacts associated with the construction of Green Street improvements. 
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EXHIBIT H: GREEN STREET, MICHIGAN CITY 
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EXHIBIT I: RECOMMENDED APE EXPANSION (IN PURPLE) 
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4. CONCLUSION 
The changes to the Project that have occurred since the publication of the EA do not have significant 
impacts and do not change the findings or the proposed mitigation. Based on our analysis, the changes 
reduce previously identified impacts.  NICTD concludes that the proposed changes do not constitute 
significant impacts to the environment, that an EA is still the proper NEPA class of action, and that a 
FONSI is warranted.   
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Memo 
Date: Monday, August 13, 2018 

Project: Double Track Northwest Indiana Project 

To: Nicole Barker, NICTD 

From: Jeanne Barnes, HDR 

Subject: Green Street Design Changes, Michigan City, Section 106 Update 

 

As the design of the Double Track Northwest Indiana Project (the Project) has progressed, and 
through on-going collaboration between the Northern Indiana Commuter Transportation District 
(NICTD) and Michigan City, it has been determined that Green Street between Kentucky and 
Chicago Streets must be improved in order to better accommodate City services and emergency 
vehicles after the Project is constructed. This change results in an expansion of the Project’s 
construction footprint. As a result, the Area of Potential Effects (APE) under Section 106 of the 
National Historic Preservation Act must also be expanded to take into account the Project 
changes. There are no previously identified archaeological resources within the expanded APE 
along Green Street. Ground disturbance for the Project is expected to be limited to within 10 to 
15 feet of Green Street, which would be within the limits of previous disturbance due to existing 
sidewalks and prior installation of public utilities. Therefore, no archaeological survey was 
conducted within the expanded APE and no further archaeological investigations are 
recommended. Properties that are more than 50 years old within the expanded APE have been 
surveyed by Secretary of the Interior-qualified architectural historians at HDR. Surveyed 
properties were evaluated for listing in the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP); none are 
recommended eligible either individually or as part of a historic district. Therefore, the proposed 
changes along Green Street will have no effect on historic properties as none are located within 
the expanded APE.  

Existing Conditions  
Green Street is an east-west, 20’ wide, rural local, street without curbs, drainage or shoulders, 
and connects Kentucky Street and Chicago Street (Figure 1). The right-of-way is 66’ wide and 
Michigan City owns and maintains it. There are residential properties on both sides, as well as 
some vacant land and one commercial business. 

Kentucky Street is a north-south local street that intersects 11th Street to the north. It is owned 
and maintained by Michigan City. The Michigan City Public Works Department and emergency 
vehicles currently use Kentucky Street and 10th Street as a primary route to access and serve the 
west side of the City.  This route requires that the vehicles cross 11th Street and the existing South 
Shore Line tracks at Kentucky Street. There are residences on both sides of the street, and the 
previously identified DeWolfe’s Addition historic district is located north and east of the 
intersection with Green Street. 
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Chicago Street is also a north-south local street that intersects 11th Street to the north. It is 
adjacent to the Amtrak line on the west and there are residences and vacant land on the east. 
According to LaPorte County Assessor Data, Seaboard System Railroad Inc/CSXT owns that 
portion of the right-of-way that intersects with Green Street, likely due to its proximity to the 
adjacent rail line (LaPorte County Assessor 2017).  

Environmental Assessment Preferred Alternative 
The Preferred Alternative identified in the Double Track Northwest Indiana Environmental 
Assessment (EA) includes constructing two tracks within the 11th Street right-of-way, and 
converting this two-way road to one-way eastbound. The new alignment will close several 
intersecting roadways, including Kentucky Street. 

Changes to the Preferred Alternative 
During discussions with Michigan City that were concluded after publication of the EA, Michigan 
City informed NICTD that closing the Kentucky/11th Street intersection would eliminate the direct 
route that the City’s Public Works vehicles and emergency vehicles use to access the west side 
of the City. The City requested that NICTD identify an alternate route for these vehicles to use.  

The closest and most reasonable east-west road to address this issue is Green Street, between 
Kentucky Street and Chicago Street, just to the south of the Kentucky/11th Street 
intersection.  Given the condition of Green Street as described above, NICTD modified the Project 
and construction footprint to include the upgrade of Green Street with one 16’ travel lane in each 
direction, curb and gutter, and a five foot sidewalk on both sides. As shown in the Typical Section 
in Figure 2, this work will occur within the 66’ right-of-way that is owned by Michigan City. The 
Green Street/Chicago Street intersection will also be improved to define the travel ways of the 
large angled intersection near the Amtrak railroad crossing. Figure 2 shows a conceptual plan for 
the improvements. 
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Figure 1. Area of Potential Effects, showing Expanded APE south of Green Street (in purple) 
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Figure 2. Green Street Conceptual Plan 



 

Double Track Northwest Indiana Project 
Green Street Design Changes, Section 106 Update 

August 13, 2018 
 

5 
 

Expanded Area of Potential Effects 
The APE has been adjusted to accommodate the proposed design changes on Green Street and 
takes into account both potential direct and indirect effects (see Figure 1). The north side of Green 
Street between Chicago Street and Kentucky Street was previously included in the indirect effects 
APE for the Project. The expansion of the APE includes the properties on the south side of Green 
Street between Chicago Street and Kentucky Street, which includes four parcels with standing 
structures.  

Identification of Historic Properties 
Of the four parcels with standing structures within the expanded APE, only three are more than 
50 years of age: 906 Green Street, 904 Green Street, and 1209 Green Street. The remaining 
property at 942 Green Street (Moore’s Auto Repair) was constructed in 1986 (LaPorte County 
Assessor) and was not evaluated for NRHP eligibility.   

The residential block bound by Green Street, Kentucky Street, William Street, and the Michigan 
Central Railroad was historically platted as Robert’s Patch. The area, located then at the 
southwest reaches of Michigan City, closely neighbored some of the city’s major industrial 
properties on its south and west: by the 1890s, Alaska Refrigeration Company stood at 10th, 
Green, and Chicago Streets; a chair factory (owned by several companies successively) stood 
immediately southwest of the refrigeration company; Haskell & Barker Car Company comprised 
multiple parcels immediately southwest of the Green and Kentucky Street intersection; a lumber 
yard and saw mill was located southeast of Green Street and the railroad; and the Northern 
Indiana State Prison stood just west of the tracks (Figure 3-Figure 4). East of the 900 block of 
Green Street stood the residentially-developed DeWolfe’s Addition, which was occupied primarily 
by laborers employed at Haskell and Barker Car Company, the chair factory, and the prison 
(Figure 5). As part of the EA and the previous Section 106 consultation for the Project, DeWolfe’s 
Addition was determined eligible for listing in the NRHP in 2017 under Criterion A as an example 
of community development at the peak of Michigan City’s industrial and residential growth, as well 
as under Criterion C as an example of a cohesive, intact collection of turn-of-the-century middle 
class architecture. A more in-depth discussion of DeWolfe’s Addition Historic District and the 
historical development of Michigan City is provided in the Segment 1 Historic Property Report for 
the NICTD Double Track NWI Project, Michigan City to Gary, Indiana (HDR August 2017).  
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Figure 3. The surveyed properties in context, showing proximity to the railroad, Haskell & 
Barker, lumber and coal yards 

(Sanborn Fire Insurance Map of Michigan City, 1905, courtesy of Indiana University 
Bloomington). 
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Figure 4. Detail of the three surveyed residences; properties with red circles are no 
longer extant 

 (Sanborn Fire Insurance Map of Michigan City, 1905, courtesy of Indiana University 
Bloomington). 



 

Double Track Northwest Indiana Project 
Green Street Design Changes, Section 106 Update 

August 13, 2018 
 

8 
 

Figure 5. Location of newly surveyed properties  in relation to the NRHP-eligible DeWolfe's Addition Historic District. 

(Newly surveyed properties shown in purple hashing. Parcels west of these are no longer extant) 
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906 GREEN STREET 
According to LaPorte County Assessor data, the dwelling at 906 Green Street was built in 1890. 
The 1.5-story building is two bays wide and has a rectangular form. It is capped by a front-gable 
roof and sits on a raised concrete block foundation, facing north onto Green Street (Figure 6 -
Figure 7). The wood frame building is clad in horizontal composite siding. The roof has narrow, 
closed overhanging eaves and is covered with asphalt shingles. A full-width front (north) porch, 
enclosed c. 1955, has a hipped roof with closed overhanging eaves, and is clad in horizontal 
composite siding.  

The primary building entrance is located on the east (side) wall of the enclosed porch, and 
contains a modern replacement door, opening onto concrete steps with a wood balustrade. 
Located on the first story façade (north wall of the enclosed porch) are two sets of three 1/1 sash 
windows covered by metal storms. The front gable contains one pair of 1/1 replacement sash 
windows covered with metal storms.  

Side elevation (east and west) windows include single and paired 1/1 sash windows, likely set in 
original openings. Two 1-story rear additions, one gabled and the southernmost hipped, are 
located at the southeast corner of the building. A secondary entrance is located at the southeast 
juncture of the additions and the main block. The additions have been present since as early as 
1905. A central brick chimney protrudes from the ridgeline.    

Figure 6. 906 Green Street, view southeast. 
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Figure 7. 906 Green Street, view southeast. 

 

The dwelling at 906 Green Street first appears on historic maps and in available city directories 
in 1890. Directories from the late nineteenth and early twentieth century indicate that the earliest 
and perhaps original occupant of the residence may have been William Harris, a switchman for 
the Monon Central Railroad. In 1893, two men identified as laborers, Edward Walters and Gottlieb 
Menke, lived in the residence, probably alongside Harris; by 1905, four additional Harrises were 
resident at 906 Green Street. These individuals included at various times between 1905 and 1913 
William Harris and his wife Emma, and Maude, Linda, Hazel (a student), and Walter Harris 
(machinist). The two rear additions of the house were likely built after original construction of the 
house to accommodate the large family.  

Research does not reveal the dwelling at 906 Green Street to be associated with significant 
historic patterns, events, themes, or people (Criteria A and B). An extensive and more intact 
collection of working class dwellings stands just east of the property at 906, in the NRHP-eligible 
DeWolfe’s Addition Historic District. The building at 906 Green Street exhibits a form and 
architectural features common to late nineteenth century residential construction, represented by 
better and more intact examples in Michigan City and throughout the region (Criterion C). The 
property is unlikely to yield information important to historical research (Criterion D). Though 
constructed adjacent to and contemporaneously with the NRHP-eligible DeWolfe’s Addition 
Historic District, the 900 block of Green Street was platted and developed separately, and 
additionally retains low integrity. The majority of the residential building stock on the north and 
south sides of this block has been demolished, and remaining properties, including the house at 
906, display considerable loss of historic materials. The house at 906 Green Street has been 
altered over the years, including replacement siding, windows, and doors, as well as the enclosure 
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of the original front porch, the reinforcement of the foundation with non-historic material, and new 
stoops/stairs added at entries to the building. The property at 906 Green Street does not convey 
significance individually or in association with a historic district, and is recommended Not Eligible 
for listing in the NRHP.  

904 GREEN STREET 
According to LaPorte County Assessor data, the dwelling at 904 Green Street was built in 1898. 
The building stands on the southwest corner of Green and Kentucky Streets, and faces north onto 
Green Street (Figure 8). The 1.5-story building is two bays wide and has a rectangular form. The 
wood-frame building is clad with vinyl siding and is capped by a front-gable roof of asphalt shingles 
with overhanging boxed eaves. The building sits on a raised foundation, which appears to be 
parged. A full-width, replacement porch on the façade (north elevation) consists of a wood deck 
with a wood railing and square wood posts supporting a hipped roof covered by asphalt shingles. 
The porch foundation is enclosed by horizontal wood board (Error! Reference source not 
found.). The primary building entrance in the east bay of the façade and contains a modern 
replacement door. All windows on the building are replacement vinyl sash. First story façade 
windows include two single 1/1 windows with simulated muntins. Second story façade windows 
include two centrally arranged single 1/1 windows with simulated muntins. A rectangular vent is 
located in the upper gable on the facade. Side elevation (east and west) windows on the original 
block of the house include single 1/1 windows. A shed roof dormer addition is present on the east 
roof slope and contains two single windows. A 2-story, gabled, non-historic addition clad in vinyl 
is located at the rear of the dwelling. An uncovered wood deck wraps around the rear addition.  

Figure 8. 904 Green Street, view south. 
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Figure 9. 904 Green Street, view east. 

 

The dwelling at 904 Green Street first appears on historic maps and in available city directories 
in 1905. Directories from the early twentieth century indicate that the earliest and perhaps original 
occupants of the residence were the Thode family, including Mary, George, and William. The two 
men were identified as laborers. By 1910, the William and Anna Binder resided at 904 Green 
Street. William Binder was an upholsterer and was likely employed at the nearby Ford & Johnson 
Chair Factory. By 1913, the dwelling was evidently operating as a boarding house. Boarders at 
this time included four members of the Oshinski family, one employed at Zorn Brewing Company 
and three women who worked as machinists at FH Burnham Glove Company, and Peter J. Novak, 
a fitter for the Haskell & Barker Car Company, and his wife Theodora. The 1.5-story house had 
at this time a single 1-story rear addition, and living areas were therefore likely full to capacity or 
more. This block of Green Street was filled with boarding houses, many located on the north side 
of the street as well, and occupied almost exclusively by the working class.  

Research does not reveal the dwelling at 904 Green Street to be associated with significant 
historic patterns, events, themes, or people (Criteria A and B). An extensive and more intact 
collection of working class dwellings stands just east of the property at 904, in the NRHP-eligible 
DeWolfe’s Addition Historic District. The building at 904 Green Street exhibits a form and 
architectural features common to late nineteenth century residential construction, represented by 
better and more intact examples in Michigan City and throughout the region (Criterion C). The 
property is unlikely to yield information important to historical research (Criterion D). Though 
constructed adjacent to and contemporaneously with the DeWolfe’s Addition Historic District, the 
900 block of Green Street was platted and developed separately, and additionally possesses low 
integrity. The majority of the residential building stock on the north and south sides of this block 
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has been demolished, and remaining properties, including the house at 904 Green Street, display 
considerable loss of historic materials. Siding, windows, doors, and the front porch have been 
replaced, and a large non-historic (date unknown) addition built onto the rear of the house nearly 
doubles its original footprint. The property at 904 Green Street does not convey significance 
individually or in association with a historic district, and is recommended Not Eligible for listing in 
the NRHP. 

1209 KENTUCKY STREET 
According to LaPorte County Assessor data, the dwelling at 1209 Kentucky Street was built in 
1879. The 1.5-story front gable-and-wing building has a cross gable roof and sits on a raised 
concrete foundation. The building stands on the west side of Kentucky Street and faces east 
(Figure 10- Figure 11). The wood frame building is clad in asbestos shingles. The roof has narrow, 
closed overhanging eaves and is covered with asphalt shingles. An original front (east) porch 
covering the side gable wing has been removed, with just a raised, uncovered wood deck 
remaining, accessed by a low set of concrete steps. 

The façade (east elevation) contains two adjacent front entrances, one entering the front gable 
wing and one on the side gable wing. The front gable entrance rests in a wood frame and contains 
a panel door with upper lights covered by a glazed wood-frame storm door. The side gable 
entrance rests in a wood frame with a pedimented hood, and contains a glazed door covered (and 
obscured) by a wood storm door with a missing upper light. Three single sash windows with wood 
frames and pedimented hoods flank the two entrances. A pair of 1/1 sash windows in a 
pedimented wood frame is located in the upper front gable. All windows were likely originally 2/2 
in configuration, but only the north window on the first story of the façade is intact; all others 
contain replacement sash in original openings. All windows are covered with storms. South (side) 
elevation fenestration includes single replacement sash windows on the first story, as well as 
rectangular basement windows. North (side) elevation windows include a 2/2 sash window in a 
pedimented wood surround in the gable, likely original, and two single 1/1 sash windows on the 
first story. A central brick chimney protrudes from the ridgeline of the front-gabled wing. No 
substantial additions are visible, and the building retains the same footprint visible on the 1905 
Sanborn fire insurance map (Figure 4).  

The dwelling at 1209 Kentucky Street first appears on historic maps in 1905 when the area around 
the expanded APE was first mapped, however the LaPorte County tax assessor indicates the 
building was constructed ca. 1879. The building’s style, form, and materials confirm the ca. 1879 
date. City directories for the surrounding blocks prior to 1905 indicate that nearby residents listed 
at addresses near 1209 Kentucky Street included painters, woodworkers (for the chair factory), 
and general laborers. In 1905, Gustave Jegottke, a laborer, and his wife Mary were listed as 
residents of 1209. The next resident listed at 1209 Kentucky is Ervan H. Nicholas, a cutter at FH 
Burnham Glove Company. Nicholas was identified in the 1913 city directory as a boarder, 
however, the Jegottke family is no longer noted in the Michigan City directory.  
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Figure 10. 1209 Kentucky Street, view west.

 

Figure 11. 1209 Kentucky Street, view southwest. 
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Research does not reveal the dwelling at 1209 Kentucky Street to be associated with significant 
historical patterns, events, themes, or people (Criteria A and B). Research does not reveal the 
dwelling at 1209 Green Street to be associated with significant historic patterns, events, themes, 
or people (Criteria A and B). An extensive and more intact collection of working class dwellings 
stands just east of the property at 1209, in the NRHP-eligible DeWolfe’s Addition Historic District. 
The building exhibits a form and architectural features common to late nineteenth century 
residential construction, represented by better and more intact examples in Michigan City and 
throughout the region (Criterion C). The property is unlikely to yield information important to 
historical research (Criterion D). Though constructed adjacent to and contemporaneously with the 
DeWolfe’s Addition Historic District, the 900 block of Green Street and 1200 block of Kentucky 
Street were platted and developed separately, and additionally retain low integrity. The majority 
of the residential building stock on the north and south sides of Green Street, as well as Kentucky 
Street just south of the Green Street intersection, has been demolished, and remaining properties, 
including the house at 1209 Kentucky, display considerable loss of historic materials. Siding, 
windows, and the front porch have been removed or replaced. The property at 1209 Kentucky 
Street does not convey significance individually or in association with a historic district, and is 
recommended Not Eligible for listing in the NRHP. 

Assessment of Effects 
The three surveyed properties in the expanded APE are recommended Not Eligible for listing in 
the NRHP. As a result, there are no historic properties in the expanded APE and the proposed 
design changes along Green Street will have no effect on historic properties. 
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